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Introduction 
The final examination on the “Central Asia in the World Politics” course aimed at master’s students majoring in Political Science is held to assess and evaluate cognitive, functional and systemic competence of the graduates related to conceptualization of region, history and contemporary state of Central Asia as a region, the regional factors from within and beyond, bilateral and multilateral regimes the Central Asian states are engaged in.

Examination Procedure
The examination is to be held off-line in an oral format. The examination starts according to the Examination Schedule. Please, consult your schedule and instruction well in advance. The examinee must be present 10 min. prior the beginning of the examination. The duration of examination is 90 minutes. The Examination contains 45 questions grouped by three questions in one QUESTION LIST that shall be randomly chosen by Master’s students at the beginning of the examination. 
WARNING!!! In the case of manifest violation of the Examination Procedures and Rules (see the Instruction), the examination is terminated, and the results are annulled.

Examination Content
In order to pass the examination successfully, we recommend revising the course materials to form a clear understanding of the following:

-	Scope and units of analysis within the RI studies;
-	IR VS World politics VS international politics;
Literature:
Walt, Stephen M. "International relations: one world, many theories." Foreign policy (1998): 29-46. 
Viotti, P. R., & Kauppi, M. V. (2019). International relations theory. Rowman & Littlefield. 
Dunne, T., Hansen, L., & Wight, C. (2013). The end of International Relations theory?. European Journal of International Relations, 19(3), 405-425. 
Hellmann, G. (2020). International Relations Theory. The Sage Handbook of Political Science. London: Sage Publications, 1282-1299. 

-	Regions and regionalization;
-	History of regions;
-	Regionalization and globalization;
-	Contemporary regionalization VS old alliences;
-	Criteria and classification of regions.
Literature:
Fawcett, L. (2004). Exploring regional domains: a comparative history of regionalism. International Affairs, 80(3), 429-446. 
Hurrell, A. (2007). One world? Many worlds? The place of regions in the study of international society. International affairs, 83(1), 127-146. 
Fawcett, L. (2012). The history and concept of regionalism. In European Society of International Law (ESIL) Conference Paper Series (No. 4). 

-	Central Asia throughout history;
-	History of Central Asia from European and non-European perspective; 
-	The Middle Asia VS Central Asia; historical, geographical and conceptional difference. 
Literature:
Allworth, E. (Ed.). (1994). Central Asia, 130 years of Russian dominance: A historical overview. Duke University Press.
Frank, A. G. (1992). The Centrality of Central Asia. Studies in History, 8(1), 43-97.
Asimov, M. S., & Bosworth, C. E. (Eds.). (1992). History of civilizations of Central Asia (Vol. 4). Motilal Banarsidass Publ..
Hiro, D. (2011). Inside Central Asia: A Political and Cultural History of Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz stan, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Iran. Abrams.
Masson, V. M., Harmatta, J., Puri, B. N., Litvinskiĭ, B. A., Etemadi, G. F., Zhang, G., ... & Tabyshalieva, A. (1992). History of civilizations of Central Asia. Unesco.
Ross, E. D., & Skrine, F. H. (2012). The Heart of Asia: A History of Russian Turkestan and the Central Asian Khanates from the Earliest Times. Routledge.
Pierce, R. A. (2021). Russian Central Asia 1867-1917: a study in colonial rule. University of California press.
Rakhimov, M. (2018). Complex regionalism in Central Asia: Local, regional, and global factors. Cambridge Journal of Eurasian Studies, 2, J6Y3O7.

-	Criteria of a region; security, politics, ecnomics;
-	CA as a region;
-	CA is not a region;
-	Why does it matter?
Literature:
Bharti, S. S. (2022). Central Asia As a Region in International Relations. Reality of Politics, 20(2), 15-27.
Rakhimov, M. A. (2018). Complex regionalism in Central Asia: Local, regional, and global factors. Cambridge Journal of Eurasian Studies, 2, 1-13.
Mandelbaum, M. (Ed.). (1994). Central Asia and the World: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan. Council on Foreign Relations.
Pomfret, R. (2012). Central Asia after two decades of independence. In Economies in Transition (pp. 400-429). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Patnaik, A. (2019). Regionalism and Regional Cooperation in Central Asia. International studies, 56(2-3), 147-162.
Nazirov, M. (2021). RUSSIA, CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES IN CENTRAL ASIA: CLASH OF INTERESTS. The Scientific Heritage, (80-5), 38-42.
MODULE TWO – CENTRAL ASIA FROM WITHIN

-	Early Soviet history of the region;
-	Soviet Central Asia in its peak;
-	Decline of the USSR and Central Asia.
Literature:
Kulchik, Y., Fadin, A. V., & Sergeev, V. M. (1996). Central Asia after the empire. Pluto Press.
Fierman, W. (2019). Soviet Central Asia: the failed transformation. Routledge.
Khalid, A. (2006). Backwardness and the quest for civilization: early Soviet Central Asia in comparative perspective. Slavic Review, 65(2), 231-251.
Haugen, A. (2003). The establishment of national republics in Soviet Central Asia (p. 188). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
Sabol, S. (1995). The creation of Soviet Central Asia: the 1924 national delimitation. Central Asian Survey, 14(2), 225-241.
Lubin, N. (2016). Labour and nationality in Soviet Central Asia: An uneasy compromise. Springer.

-	Early integration initiatives;
-	Alternative to the Central Asian integration;
-	Central Asian bilateralism instead of integration, why? 
Literature:
Tolipov, F. (2010). Geopolitical stipulation of Central Asian integration. Strategic Analysis, 34(1), 104-113.
Tolipov, F. (2001). Nationalism as a geopolitical phenomenon: the Central Asian case. Central Asian Survey, 20(2), 183-194.
Wu, H. L., & Chen, C. H. (2004). The prospects for regional economic integration between China and the five Central Asian countries. Europe-Asia Studies, 56(7), 1059-1080.
Amirbek, A., Makhanov, K., Tazhibayev, R., & Anlamassova, M. (2020). THE CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY: THE CHALLENGES OF ECONOMIC INTEGRATION. Central Asia & the Caucasus (14046091), 21(1).
Krapohl, S., & Vasileva-Dienes, A. (2020). The region that isn't: China, Russia and the failure of regional integration in Central Asia. Asia Europe Journal, 18(3), 347-366.
Kurylev, K. P. (2018). Central Asia in foreign policy priorities of Russia: history and current status. Постсоветские исследования, 1(5), 427-437.

-	OSCE and Central Asia;
-	CICA and Central Asia;
-	SCO and Central Asia;
-	CSTO and Central Asia;
-	OIS and Central Asia;
-	OTS and Central Asia.
Literature:
Chung, C. P. (2004). The Shanghai Co-operation organization: China's changing influence in Central Asia. The China Quarterly, 180, 989-1009.
Akbarsho, I. (2013). Security and Integration in Central Asia: the CSTO and SCO. Central Asia and the Caucasus, 14(2), 18-26.
Sun, D., & Elmahly, H. (2018). NATO vs. SCO: A Comparative Study of Outside Powers’ Military Presence in Central Asia and the Gulf. Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, 12(4), 438-456.
Khan, M. F., Ali, S., & Aftab, N. (2020). The Institutional Development of SCO & Geopolitics of Central Asia. International Journal of Social Science Archives.
Sarwat, R. A. U. F. (2020). Prospects of CSTO and SCO in Regional Politics of Central Asia. International Journal of Politics and Security, 2(4 (Çin Özel Sayısı)), 30-50.
Ahmad, I. (2018). Shanghai Cooperation Organization: China, Russia, and Regionalism in Central Asia. In Initiatives of Regional Integration in Asia in Comparative Perspective (pp. 119-135). Springer, Dordrecht.
Rasool, H. Multilateralism and Security Problems in Central Asia. THE JOURNAL OF CENTRAL ASIAN STUDIES, 85.

-	Bilateralism in Central Asia; revision;
-	Kazakhstan’s relations with other Central Asian states;
-	Kyrgyzstan’s relations with other Central Asian states;
-	Uzbekistan’s relations with other Central Asian states;
-	Tajikistan’s relations with other Central Asian states;
-	Turkmenistan’s relations with other Central Asian states. 

Literature:
Zardykhan, Z. (2002). Kazakhstan and Central Asia: regional perspectives. Central Asian Survey, 21(2), 167-183.
Gürgen, E., Snoek, H., Craig, J., McHugh, J., Izvorski, I., & Van Rooden, R. (1999). Economic Reforms in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan (Vol. 183). Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund.
Hanks, R. R. (2009). ‘Multi-vector politics’ and Kazakhstan's emerging role as a geo-strategic player in Central Asia. Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 11(3), 257-267.

· Central Asia and Eurasia as conceptual oppositions: 
Literature: 
Kazantsev, A., Medvedeva, S., & Safranchuk, I. (2021). Between Russia and China: Central Asia in Greater Eurasia. Journal of Eurasian Studies, 12(1), 57-71.
Qoraboyev, I. (2010). From Central Asian regional integration to Eurasian integration space? The changing dynamics of post-Soviet regionalism. The Changing Dynamics of Post-Soviet Regionalism, 206-232.
Fatima, Q., & Zafar, S. (2020). New Great Game: Players, Interests, Strategies and Central Asia. South Asian Studies, 29(2).
Cornell, S. E., & Starr, S. F. (2018). Modernization and regional cooperation in Central Asia: a new spring. Central Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies Program, Washington DC.

· [bookmark: _Hlk115624603]The relations of Russia with Central Asian states and its foreign policy strategy towards the region: 
Literature:
Indeo, F. (2018). The Role of Russia in the Central Asian Security Architecture. Policy Brief, 48, 2018. 
Laruelle, M. (2010). Russia and Central Asia. In The New Central Asia: The Regional Impact of International Actors (pp. 149-175).
Laumulin, M. (2012). Central Asia as seen from Russia. Central Asia and the Caucasus, 13 (4), 106-119.
Kniazev, A. (2007). Russia in Central Asia: return. Central Asia and the Caucasus, (5 (47)), 33-40.
Kazantsev, A. (2008). Russian policy in Central Asia and the Caspian Sea region. Europe-Asia Studies, 60(6), 1073-1088.
-	The relations of the USA with Central Asian states and its foreign policy strategy towards the region: 
Literature:
Nichol, J. (2013, July). Kazakhstan: Recent Developments and US Interests. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS WASHINGTON DC CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE.

-	The relations of China with Central Asian states and its foreign policy strategy towards the region: 
Literature:
Morozov, Y. (2020). Central Asia as an Area of Collision of Strategic Interests of the USA, China and Russia. Problemy Dalnego Vostoka, (5), 6-19.
Adibayeva, A., Saari, D., & Kurmanguzhin, R. CHINESE ECONOMIC INTERESTS IN CENTRAL ASIA. ХАБАРШЫ ВЕСТНИК BULLETIN, 44.

-	The relations of Europe (the EU) with Central Asian states and its foreign policy strategy towards the region:
Literature:
Nargis, K. (2007). The EU in Central Asia: strategy in the context of Eurasian geopolitics. Central Asia and the Caucasus, (4 (46)), 99-108.
Murat, L. (2011). The European Union is Readjusting Its Central Asian Strategy. Central Asia and the Caucasus, 12(4), 30-45.
Kilybayeva, P., Ibrayeva, A., & Mametay, M. (2018). The EU strategy for Central Asia-2019: goals, challenges and prospects. Concorde, (5), 49-53.
Vasa, L. (2020). The European Union Strategy on Central Asia: out of game?. Romanian J. Eur. Aff., 20, 120.

-	The relations of other sttes with Central Asian states and their foreign policy strategy towards the region:
Literature:
Tutumlu, A., & YDE, Y. D. E. (2020). TURKEY-CENTRAL ASIA RELATIONS: A STRATEGIC OVERVIEW.
Yuldasheva, G. (2020). European Union, Iran and Central Asia: Perspectives for Cooperation under Biden Administration. Journal of Iran and Central Eurasia Studies, 3(1), 123-134.
Foshko, K. (2012). India in Central Asia: time for a new strategy. Gateway house: Indian council on global relations.
Blank, S. (2002). India and Central Asia: the return of strategy. Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, 11.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
The answer must contain the following structural elements:
1. Introduction presents the main argument (thesis).
1. Main part - consistently follows the argument (thesis) according to the structure. The main thesis may be divided into several arguments, each of which is presented in a separate paragraph, which, in turn, has to contain the following: a statement and / or a question, supporting arguments, examples illustrating arguments, a final sentence (may contain a "transition" to the next considered the question that is revealed in the next paragraph).
1. Conclusion is to show that the question/problem is addressed  fully.

While assessing the essay, the reviewer shall consider the following: 
- topical knowledge and analysis;
- originality, logic, consistency and conclusiveness of argumentation;
- factual accuracy;
- structure, coherence and cohesion; 

MARKING THE ANSWER 
1. “Distinction”: the answer is excellent and meets all the criteria above;
1. “Merit”: the answer is good but one or two criteria are not fully met;
1. “Pass”: the answer is of satisfactory quality, there are three, four or five instances when it fails to meet the above criteria;
1. “Fail”: the answer is poor quality and fails to meet all or majority of the above criteria; it does not relate to the topic. 

